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and Antonio de Tamayo, merchants, and to each of you, as
persons who for certain reasons were to have the fifth of goods
from la Mina del Oro and the barter of Guinea to come in the
caravels la Bolandra and la Toca and .. .*, which have come and
are expected to come from the said Mina del Oro and the barter
of Guinea, and to other persons whatsoever, of whatever estate,
condition, preeminence or dignity they may be, who hold a
share in the said gold, and in any other goods, which come in
the said three caravels2, and to captains, masters, merchants,
and others whatsoever, who hold a share in other caravels that
have gone to the said mine and barter, and to each of you, to
whom this our letter shall be shown, or a copy of it signed by a
public notary, greetings and thanks. Know that we, upon the
petition of yourselves and of others who hold a share in the said
caravels, have sent to the most illustrious King and princes of
Portugal, our most dear and beloved cousins, asking them to be
pleased to give a safe-conduct to all the said caravels, on condi-
tion that, if they grant the said safe-conduct, they or their
deputy will receive the fifth and the dues from the said caravels;
and because, if they carry the said safe-conduct, the said prince
will assuredly receive and collect the said fifth; and in order to
secure the fulfilment of what ought by right to be done in this
matter and the promotion of our service, and because it is our
pleasure that the said fifth shall be manifestly levied on all gold
and other goods, which shall and may come in the said three
caravels, we agree to command this our letter in the said cause
to be given to you; therefore we command you, and each of you,
as soon as you may be required by the letter, to declare, under
the oath which you shall first take touching this matter, in the
presence of Diego de Merlo, a member of our council and our
assistant of the most noble city of Sevilla, or in the presence of
his deputy, all the gold and other goods, which have been, or
are being, brought from the said Mina del Oro and barter of
Guinea; and, having thus made the declaration, you yourselves
may retain that which you will have to pay as the said fifth,
1 Gap in the text.
2 This would suggest that the name of a third caravd has been omitted
from the text in the gap indicated.